Furniture - Resources
This resource document covers furniture procured by public sector organisations, including office furniture, domestic / residential furniture, and educational furniture. The resources include product criteria, case studies and examples of good practice from Scotland and elsewhere.

Scottish Government Procurement Blogs:

1. Supported Businesses an important part of procurement
https://blogs.gov.scot/public-procurement/2023/03/01/supported-businesses-an-important-part-of-procurement/

2. Sustainable Procurement Duty – the circular economy case study
https://blogs.gov.scot/public-procurement/2019/12/02/sustainable-procurement-duty-the-circular-economy-case-study/

“This case study, on Scotland Excel’s Furniture framework, shows how working with the re-use sector, buyers can change behaviours and make a positive impact on both the environment and society.”

3. Scotland Excel case study - Domestic furniture and furnishings
https://home.scotland-excel.org.uk/newsroom/case-studies/one-stop-shop-for-domestic-furniture-and-furnishings-is-helping-scotland-s-communities/

4. Zero Waste Scotland report - “Procuring for: Repair, Re-use and Remanufacturing- Category and Commodity Guidance” available at: 
https://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/resources/circular-procurement

5. Zero Waste Scotland – Find circular office suppliers for Scotland
https://procirc.zerowastescotland.org.uk/

6. UK Government Buying Standards – Furniture
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sustainable-procurement-the-gbs-for-furniture

7. EU GPP Criteria for furniture
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/eu_gpp_criteria_en.htm

8. Revision of the EU Green Public Procurement (GPP) criteria for Furniture – Technical Report for European Commission. (2017).
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/44278090-3fae-4515-bcc2-44fd57c1d0d1/library/004415d4-4bb0-4b74-8f3c-8e7bb220cea3/details

9. Pioneering the circular procurement of furniture: Interreg VB North Sea Region Programme: 
https://northsearegion.eu/procirc/news/pioneering-the-circular-procurement-of-furniture/
Includes information on pilots carried out in Norway, The Netherlands and Flanders.

10. WRAP Cymru Case Study: Procurement of ‘second life’ furniture for the WLGA and WCVA
https://wrapcymru.org.uk/sites/default/files/2022-09/Case%20Study%20WCVA%20%28002%29%20FINAL.pdf

11. Business in the Community: The Circular Office Guide
https://www.bitc.org.uk/report/the-circular-office-guide/

12. The Crown Estates’ Sustainability Fit-Out Guide for Offices
https://www.thecrownestate.co.uk/media/1748/sustainability-fit-out-guide-offices.pdf
“….interior fit-out is responsible for 40% of energy in a building…. Furthermore, furniture from natural resources contributes to 30% of the carbon footprint of a commercial building over its entire life.”

13. Circular Economy Opportunities in the Furniture Sector – Eunomia for European Environmental Bureau. (2017).
https://eeb.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Report-on-the-Circular-Economy-in-the-Furniture-Sector.pdf

14. Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors (RICS)
Suppliers can demonstrate that their products comply with the requirements of relevant materials and waste measures included in the SKA Rating for Higher Education
https://www.rics.org/about-rics/responsible-business/ska-rating

15. Business and International Furniture Manufacturers Association (BIFMA)
BIFMA – Level  https://www.bifma.org/page/level

Developed by the Business and International Furniture Manufacturers Association (BIFMA), LEVEL® is a multi-attribute standard created to deliver the most open and transparent means of evaluating and communicating the environmental and social impacts of furniture products in the built environment.

16. BREEAM and BIU
https://files.bregroup.com/breeam/consultations/BREEAM-In-Use-International-Commercial-V6-Summary-of-changes.pdf
BREEAM points are available for items reused in situ. Furniture is included as one of the potential elements that can be reused.

17. Circular Procurement in 8 steps. 
https://www.copper8.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Circular-Procurement-in-8-steps-Ebook.pdf

18. Public Procurement of Reconditioned Furniture and the Potential Transition to product service systems solutions. Science Direct 2019.  
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2212827119302550

19. EU List of Critical Raw Materials
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_1542

Further case studies from the EU:
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/44278090-3fae-4515-bcc2-44fd57c1d0d1/library/1294d641-9e8c-482d-a8ff-fdde05dffd48?p=1&n=-1&sort=name_ASC

20. Denmark – Municipality of Aalborg - Circular procurement for a sustainable learning environment 
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/news_alert/Issue79_Case_Study_155_Aalborg.pdf

21. Malmo Sweden
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/news_alert/Issue_88_Case_Study_169_Malmo.pdf

22. Netherlands https://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/news_alert/Issue69_Case_Study_138_Wageningen.pdf
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